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Those disinterested in learning might just be creative, complicated thinkers

i.earning difficulties
can.mask a gift

ii wour child hates school and
achieves way below his/her
potential, he/she may be creative,
complicated thinkers whose “gift-
edness™ iz being overlooked,
according to education experts at
the University of Melbourne,
Expert on “gifted education™,

Dr John Munro from the Faculty
of Education, says it is estimated
that up m 30% of talented sm-
dents are misunderstood and
rarely ger recognition for wha
they know and think; they can be
considered both gifted and leam-
ing disabled,

What lies beneath

Drr Munro's resesrch group used a

range of cognitive tasks o map
and compare the knowledge of
gifted srudenes, gzifted students
wha had literacy-learning disabil
ities, and non-gifred srudents.
Their thinking and leaming par-
terns suggest they use “global
synthetic brain processes”

processes  involving persomal
ways of understanding ideas.
This means they are more likely

to produce creative inferpreta
tions of ideas rather than
culturally rvpecal interpretations.
It explains why they face difficul-

tv learming 1 o spell or undersi 11.-_!
math table =5 when taught }'-n e,
apart from rules for social inter
action.

Other evidence

These findings support and

extend recent brain-imaging
studies demonstrating that, when
I:rcsentcd with symbelic tasks,
sath gifted and average students
activate symbolic processing
areas of the brain. In additon,
the gifted students activate cort-
cal areas that store their visual
memories of personal experi-
cnces, unlike their
average-learning peers.
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